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based healthcare. Baptist Health start-
ed with a mere 70 beds and in just 1 
year more than tripled that number, 
administering care to more than 300 
patients. The hospital’s humble begin-
nings show the diligence of the men 
and women who, through intense devo-
tion, made this organization what it is 
today. 

The dedication of Baptist Health’s 
providers is a testament to this healing 
ministry’s service and commitment to 
its patients. For 100 years patients 
from across the State, Nation and 
world have relied on the hospital’s in-
credible doctors, nurses and staff to 
perform lifesaving treatments and sur-
geries. 

This institution has served the State 
of Arkansas in numerous ways, from 
creating thousands of jobs to sup-
porting the State economy and saving 
the lives of countless patients. Baptist 
Health has created reliable medical 
service across the State and helped 
many medical professionals in their 
educations and careers. 

Baptist Health has been a leader in 
medical advancement in Arkansas, and 
its community of medical professionals 
have made tremendous sacrifices to 
serve and care for patients. Their dedi-
cation has been apparent during the 
COVID–19 public health crisis. This de-
votion to its mission has made Baptist 
Health Arkansas’s largest and most 
comprehensive not-for profit 
healthcare organization. From the doc-
tors and nurses to the office workers 
and maintenance staff, each member of 
the team demonstrates a passion for 
helping and healing. 

Congratulations to Baptist Health on 
100 years of service and dedication to 
helping Arkansans live long and 
healthy lives. I look forward to its con-
tinued excellence in healthcare for our 
State for many more years.∑ 
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REMEMBERING EMMANUEL 
LARRYN SLACK 

∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, 
Emmanuel Larryn Slack, age 17, en-
tered into eternal rest on Friday, June 
4, 2021, at Oschner LSU Hospital in 
Shreveport, LA. Emmanuel was born 
on January 18, 2004, to Melvin G. Slack, 
Jr., and Bridgette L. Wililams in 
Shreveport, LA. While attending Union 
Spring Baptist Church under the lead-
ership of Pastor Roosevelt Seaberry, he 
was an active member of the youth 
choir and the drill team. Upon chang-
ing residences, he later accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior under 
the leadership of Pastor Joey Ketchum 
at the Western Hills Baptist Church. 
He was a faithful and active member in 
the ministry. Gifted with reaching 
young people, he became active with 
Bible studies, Vacation Bible School, 
and Youth Group activities under both 
leaders. Emmanuel attended Hun-
tington High School, where he was a 
member of the Yearbook club and par-
ticipated in JROTC. When thinking of 
career choices, he was originally cer-

tain he wanted to be a police officer or 
an FBI agent, but it was after he took 
an interest in politics and the Repub-
lican Party that he began to thrive. He 
became active with the Texas Young 
Republicans and Republican Women of 
Bossier, where he expressed his beliefs 
in American individualism, rule of law, 
the Constitution, and the Holy Bible, 
which guided him to greatness and con-
tinual self-improvement. Emmanuel 
expressed his views across Louisiana 
and Texas lines and considered himself 
to be bipartisan, a conservative Repub-
lican, a proud soon-to-be Texan, up-
holding traditional values like bravery, 
courage, leadership, and principle, and 
above all, a follower of Christ. Emman-
uel was actively working on an intern-
ship with Rhonda Anderson of Long-
view, TX. He was embraced by Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott’s office; Tarrant 
County Young Republicans of Fort 
Worth, TX; attorney general of Lou-
isiana Jeff Landry’s office; Caddo Par-
ish Commissioner Jim Taliaferro; Com-
missioner Mario Chavez of District 10; 
Congressman MIKE JOHNSON of the 
Fourth District of Louisiana; Lieuten-
ant Governor of Louisiana Billy 
Nungesser; Republican Women of Bos-
sier; and Ouachita Parish Republican 
Women. His hope was to become a Gov-
ernor, Senator, or President. 

Preceding Emmanuel in death were 
his maternal grandmother Marel D. 
Williams, grandfather Larry N. Wil-
liams, Sr., and paternal grandfather 
Melvin Slack, Sr., a veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He leaves to celebrate 
his life parents Bridgette L. Williams 
and Melvin G. Slack, Jr.; paternal 
grandmother Jackie Spivey Slack; 
brothers Triston M. Williams, Nehe-
miah C. Slack, and Melvin Slack III; 
sisters De’Angelique Slack and Jas-
mine Slack; Godparents Tamra P. 
Thompson, Michael Pennywell; Pastor 
Handy Giles and First Lady Charlene 
Giles; aunt Yolanda Y. Williams- 
Brown; uncle Larry N. Williams, Jr.; 
special friends Mario Chavez, Jenna 
Marie Kimball, Tayler Davis, Clayton 
Quinn, Parker Ward, and Whitney 
Scates; mentors, Christ Henry and 
Joshua Harvey; as well as several un-
cles, aunts, and loving cousins.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE 
INTERNATIONAL FALLS JOURNAL 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
today I rise to honor and pay tribute to 
the International Falls Journal, the 
local newspaper of the International 
Falls and Koochiching County commu-
nities that has provided timely, trust-
worthy, and thorough reporting to 
Minnesotans for the past 110 years. On 
June 24, 2021, the International Falls 
Journal will sadly publish its final edi-
tion. 

Founded in 1911 by Clarence Burton 
Montgomery as The Daily Journal, the 
then-daily paper has been a community 
staple since its start, informing locals 
of who was born and who died, local 
business news, and what happened at 

city council and school board meetings. 
Through different disasters and crises, 
The Journal made sure they delivered 
the news to their readers. In 1988, a fire 
ripped through its office on a Friday 
night, claiming most of the building 
and everything inside, including the 
paper’s equipment. Still, that Monday 
and for weeks following the fire while 
the outlet was without printers, the 
paper was published as planned. This 
was 38 years after the great flood of 
1950, when—you guessed it—the paper 
still ended up on their readers’ door-
steps despite the unprecedented cir-
cumstance. 

The paper went through several own-
ers before landing in the hands of Arlin 
Albrecht and Phil Duff, The Journal’s 
current publishers, who purchased the 
paper in 1974. 

Regardless of ownership, locals have 
always been able to count on The Jour-
nal. International Falls Area Chamber 
of Commerce President Tricia Heibel 
said it well: ‘‘From births, deaths, mar-
riages, school events and sporting high-
lights, from lost pets to everything 
else, it was just a really central com-
munication tool.’’ 

As the daughter of a newspaperman, I 
grew up knowing just how important 
local newspapers like the International 
Falls Journal are. In fact, it is thanks 
to the presence of a local newspaper— 
the Duluth Herald—in my dad’s child-
hood home that my grandmother spot-
ted his interest in storytelling when he 
was just 12. Local papers played an ir-
replaceable role in my father’s life, as 
they continue to today for countless 
readers. 

But today, newspapers of all sizes are 
struggling and closing. Ad revenue for 
U.S. newspapers plummeted from $49.4 
billion in 2005 to $14.3 billion in 2018. 
During that time, two other compa-
nies, Facebook and Google—worth over 
$2.4 trillion combined—became adver-
tising titans. These two companies 
don’t just control the majority of on-
line advertising; they have built power 
over the news and crushed local news 
outlets along the way. 

With the closure of The Journal, we 
are once again seeing the impacts of 
this firsthand. We can’t stand by and 
watch this happen to our independent 
press. That is why I have introduced bi-
partisan legislation to let news pub-
lishers join together to negotiate fair 
terms with these giant digital corpora-
tions. We must give independent papers 
the chance to compete. 

But even as we work to ensure other 
papers are able to keep their lights on, 
the International Falls Journal is a re-
minder of the value of local jour-
nalism. For more than a century, it 
has empowered its readers by providing 
them with accurate, relevant informa-
tion about their communities. It has 
captured moments big and small that 
together tell a beautiful story of the 
region that will live on. 

Even as it closes its doors, genera-
tions will benefit from the legacy it 
leaves behind.∑ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:25 Jun 23, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G22JN6.029 S22JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-09-23T16:40:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




